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• For many years, workers in the construction industry 

have been required to undertake Health and Safety 

training to enable them to work on construction sites 

and to obtain the necessary skill cards for their role.

• The assessment takes the form of a “touch screen” test 

undertaken at test centres throughout the UK and is 

tailored to suit the type of occupation they are involved 

in.

• The achievement of an occupational competency card 

cannot be obtained without the successful completion 

of the Health, Safety and Environment test. 
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• Over the last 2 decades or more, there has been a 

massive increase in construction projects that involved 

the development of buildings and infrastructure in 

waterside environments.  This ranges from major 

developments like the Olympic Park and Canary Wharf 

in London and Gas Street Basin in Birmingham to 

smaller canal and riverside developments.

• However, the normal Health and Safety training and 

testing has only covered elements relating to the “land 

based” environment



© CITB

• In 2013, Land and Water identified the need for 
construction workers employed in these projects to 
undergo additional training to prepare them for working 
in the different and unique environment of water related 
developments.

• As a result of collaboration between Land and Water 
and the Canal and River Trust, the Waterwise training 
package was developed, assisted by funding from 
CITB.

• Discussions are already underway with Thames 
Tideway Tunnel project and a number of major 
contractors to incorporate the training into their training 
delivery requirements.
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• CITB is very keen to assist in further developments in 

this field and are looking forward to potentially providing 

further assistance in the creation of additional modules 

for the package plus any other related projects.

• This is a very important addition to the Health and 

Safety training provision for workers in the construction 

and related sectors.
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Thank you


